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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND To RREVIEJA

The Church of England worshipping in Word and Sacrament at Lago Jardin, Los Balcones and
La Siesta and ministering through the southern Costa Blanca and eastern Murcia.
A truly Eucharistic community of faith and love.

Chaplain (equivalent of Parish Priest):
Father Richard A. Seabrook SSC
+ 34 966 840 136
+ 34 693 932 438 - Chaplaincy Mobile
frras@c-of-e-torrevieja.com
www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com

Find uson

Facebook

Chaplaincy Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/anglicantorrevieja
Chaplain’s Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja/

FATHER RICHARD'S WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
14 April 2024
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

WELCOME TO THE CHAPLAINCY OF SS PETER AND PAUL, TORREVIEJA.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS CHAPLAINCY.
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Please remember to turn off your mobile phone
before our services begin.
Please don "t use a mobile phone in church. Pray instead!

Please remember to talk to God in prayer before our services begin.
There is plenty of time to talk to each other afterwards.
Your talking may distract someone else “s praying.
Please keep a devotional silence.

Father Richard “s contact details are on the front of this newsletter.

Our Churchwardens are:
Peter Maude (churchwardenpeter@gmail.com)
Jennifer Saville (chaplaincywardenjennifer@gmail.com)
They also act as Joint Treasurers.

The Vice-Chairman of and Honorary Secretary to the Chaplaincy Council is:
Joan Berry (losbalconeswarden@gmail.com)

We take the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults seriously. Our Safeguarding Policy
is displayed at La Siesta and is available on our website:
https://www.c-of-e-torrevieja.com/safeguarding-policy/

Our Safeguarding Officer is Anna Horsnell who can be contacted at
safeguardingtorrevieja@gmail.com

The Congregational Warden at La Siesta is:
Sue Maude (wardenlasiesta@gmail.com)

The Congregational Warden at Lago Jardin is:
Liz Shouksmith (shouksmithliz@gmail.com)

Our church Lago Jardin is in the process of being used again.
Nuestra Sefiora de la Asuncion at Los Balcones is closed for a major rebuilding project.

Home Communions

Father Richard will take Holy Communion to people at home according to their circumstances.
This is a privilege and enables for prayer in the home at difficult times and for the communicant
to receive Holy Communion at home. Please never hesitate to contact me if you would like Holy
Communion at home if you are unable to come to church because of sickness or being
housebound.

Here are some guidelines to assist you:
1. If you can, please arrange a surface with a white cloth upon which | can place the Blessed

Sacrament. If this is difficult please do not worry too much but it is appreciated.

2. The Priest will not enter into general conversation until after the celebration which lasts
about ten minutes. Then he would appreciate a cup of tea and chat with you but if your
circumstances don’t allow, please do not worry.
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3. Please consider giving a donation to the Church for the Priest’s ministry. He will have
had to drive to you and it also enables you to give your weekly collection to support the
priestly ministry in the parish / chaplaincy. This means there can be a Priest available for
you and for others with a priestly presence in the parish / chaplaincy.

It is a long-established custom - if you can — to make an offering to the Church in
thankfulness for the ministry of the Church.

4. Youdon't have to tidy up before the priest arrives! Just prepare spiritually for an
encounter with Christ in the Eucharist by being prayerful before his arrival.

Father Richard writes:
Dear friends

Do you know when your Baptism took place? How do you celebrate it?

If we forget birthdays people often might feel disgruntled — and rightly so! Forgetting a
wedding anniversary can mean that someone isn’t popular. We remember the anniversaries
of deaths with quiet reflection and emotion. Priests recall the day on which they were
ordained. But what about our Baptismal anniversary?

| would claim that this is the greatest anniversary in all our lives. Why? It is the day when we
died with Christ and rose with him to new life; when our original sin was washed away; when
we began our Christian pilgrimage; when we were adopted as son or daughter of God; when
we received the baptismal regeneration. If that isn't enough to celebrate | don’t know what it
is! On May 4™ this year it will be the 55" anniversary of my baptism and | will give thanks to
God abundantly. Perhaps it is something you might consider doing? Give thanks!

At the start of Mass during Easter we have a reminder of our baptism. The link between
baptism and Easter is unbreakable. Jesus rose again and has called us to share in his risen
life. This can only be achieved through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. The blessed water,
sprinkled on us, is a sign of that and we are invited to make the sign of the cross when we
receive the water. When we were baptised we would have had the sign of the cross made on
us by the priest — it is an integral part of the rite. It is very odd — I still see people trying to
"hide” from the water! But think what it is! A sign of our baptism because Jesus is risen and
we have risen with him. Water of life, cleanse and refresh us, raise us to life in Christ Jesus!

A continuing blessed Easter to you all.
Your priest and friend,

Father Richard
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FINANCIAL GIVING TO THE CHAPLAINCY
There are various ways of giving financially
to the Chaplaincy for the work of the Church:
1. You can give in the plate each week.
2. You can join our envelope scheme to give a regular amount on a weekly basis
- and set aside money for those weeks when you cannot be here.
3. You are encouraged to set up a standing order to the Chaplaincy - this helps
us budget more effectively.
If you are a UK tax payer you can gift aid your giving.

If you are a Spanish tax payer you can have a tax offset by notifying your
accountant when arranging your yearly tax along with the Spanish bank account
number who will then arrange a claim and the money will be donated back to the

Chaplaincy.

One off donations would be gratefully received
to assist us at this difficult time.
Thank you for your help.

For more information contact Father Richard, the Churchwardens, or your
Congregational Warden.

The Chaplaincy relies on generous and sacrificial giving in response to a generous
God who sacrificed his Son for us all on the cross.

Spanish Bank details. Banco Sabadell.
IBAN number ES65 0081 2061 7900 0106 0414
BSAB ESBB / Capellania Anglicana de Torrevieja

UK Bank details. Barclays Bank PLC Account name: Diocese in Europe Fund
Account number: 40317039 Sort code: 20-06-13. Address : Tufton Street,London Please
state TORREVIEJA as the reference so the money is correctly applied. The IBAN number

is: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 31 70 39.

God bless you all for your support.  Peter and Jennifer (Churchwardens)

DIOCESE IN EUROPE %3«

THE CHURCH * *
OF ENGLAND * % X

Church of England Chaplaincy of SS Peter and Paul, Torrevieja
The Chalice containing the Precious Blood of Christ is offered for those who wish to receive
it. Holy Communion is offered with the words “The Body of Christ” to which you say Amen

before consuming the Sacred Host. The words "The Blood of Christ” are said to which you say
Amen before receiving from the Chalice. The Chalice is optional.

INTINCTION IS NOT PERMITTED
FOR HEALTH AND HYGIENE REASONS.

ONGOING INFORMATION FOR OUR THREE CHURCHES
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SERVICES ARE SHARED BETWEEN LAGO JARDIN AND LA SIESTA
Los Balcones, Nuestra Sefora de la Asuncion
remains closed for re-building.
Services in the Chaplaincy:

Date Time Church
Saturday 13" April 1700 La Siesta
Sunday 14" April 1130 Lago Jardin
Sunday 21°* April 1130 La Siesta
Saturday 27" April 1700 La Siesta
Sunday 28" April 1130 Lago Jardin
Sunday 5™ May 1130 La Siesta
Saturday 11" May 1700 La Siesta
Sunday 12 May 1130 Lago Jardin
Sunday 19" May 1130 La Siesta
Saturday 25" May 1700 La Siesta
Sunday 26™ May 1130 Lago Jardin
Sunday 2" June 1130 La Siesta
Saturday 8" June 1700 La Siesta
Sunday 9" June 1130 Lago Jardin

There is a liturgical Facebook group.
Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/chaplaintorrevieja and ask to join the group.
You will be asked three questions. Please complete them and agree to the rules of the group.

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp at Lago Jardin

burns this week for the Chaplaincy.

If you would like to dedicate the Blessed Sacrament for a
week for a person, an intention, or in memory of a
departed loved one, please see Father Richard. The cost is
five euros for the week.

Father Richard’s Prayer List for April 2024:

Please pray for the sick and those in particular need at this
time: HM King Charles, HRH The Princess of Wales, Bill
Bennion, Chris Hughes, Barbara Cooper, Rhys Miles, Chris
Hughes, Fiona, Neil Harrison, David Corfield, Michelle Lane,
Father Robert, Garth Sutherland, Tanya Ziegler, Patricia
Welch, Gary Wilkes, Joey McNab, Keith Palmer, Eileen Shaw,
Anna Horsnell, Dick Horsnell, David Horsnell, Liz Shouksmith, Chloe and Lorena, Peter John,
Martin Skillen, Jamie Hill, Raj Panchal, Peter Passey, Paul McNab, Lesley Critchley, Luke
Thompson, Gwen Simmons.

Please help Father Richard by letting him know when people can be taken off the prayer list.

Please pray for the recently departed:
Those killed as a result of the conflicts in Ukraine, Israel, and Gaza.
+ Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
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Please advise Father Richard if there are any corrections to the above list.

If you wish a name to be added to the list of the sick you need to email Father Richard or write
to him giving permission for yourself or ensure permission has been granted by someone else
for their name to appear on this list. (GDPR regulations).

Sunday 14 April 2024

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ps 65: 1-2
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth;
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise, alleluia.

Collect

May your people exult for ever, O God,

in renewed youthfulness of spirit,

so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope

to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

First reading
Acts 3:13-15,17-19
You killed the prince of life: God, however, raised him from the
dead

Peter said to the people: 'You are Israelites, and it is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the
God of our ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus, the same Jesus you handed over and
then disowned in the presence of Pilate after Pilate had decided to release him. It was you who
accused the Holy One, the Just One, you who demanded the reprieve of a murderer while you
killed the prince of life. God, however, raised him from the dead, and to that fact we are the
witnesses.

‘Now | know, brothers, that neither you nor your leaders had any idea what you were really
doing; this was the way God carried out what he had foretold, when he said through all his
prophets that his Christ would suffer. Now you must repent and turn to God, so that your sins
may be wiped out.’

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 4:2,4,7,9
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
or
Alleluia!

When | call, answer me, O God of justice;
from anguish you released me, have mercy and hear me!

Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
or
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Alleluia!

It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he loves;

the Lord hears me whenever | call him.

Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
or
Alleluia!

‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say.
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.

Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
or
Alleluia!

I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once
for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
or
Alleluia!

Second reading

1 John 2:1-5

Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, and the world's

| am writing this, my children,

to stop you sinning;

but if anyone should sin,

we have our advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, who is just;

he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away,
and not only ours,

but the whole world'’s.

We can be sure that we know God

only by keeping his commandments.

Anyone who says, ‘I know him’,

and does not keep his commandments,

is a liar,

refusing to admit the truth.

But when anyone does obey what he has said,
God's love comes to perfection in him.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us.

Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us.
Alleluia!
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Gospel
Luke 24:35-48
It is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead

The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised
Jesus at the breaking of bread.

They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,
'‘Peace be with you!" In a state of alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But
he said, 'Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? Look at my
hands and feet; yes, it is | indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and
bones as you can see | have.” And as he said this he showed them his hands and feet. Their joy
was so great that they still could not believe it, and they stood there dumbfounded; so he said
to them, 'Have you anything here to eat?” And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which
he took and ate before their eyes.

Then he told them, ‘This is what | meant when | said, while | was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled.’
He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘So you see
how it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that,
in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’

Homily

On the third Sunday of Easter, we continue to hear Gospel accounts of Jesus' appearances to
his disciples following his Resurrection. Today's reading, taken from the Gospel of Luke,
follows immediately after the report of Jesus' appearance to his disciples on the road to
Emmaus. This is the event being recounted by the disciples in the opening verse of today’s
Gospel.

Consistently in the reports of Jesus’' post-Resurrection appearances, Jesus greets his disciples
with the words, “Peace be with you.” This is a most appropriate greeting. The disciples have
witnessed the death of someone they loved, and they now fear for their own lives as well.
Peace is what they need more than anything else. Jesus often connects this greeting of
peace with another gift—forgiveness. In today’s Gospel, this connection is made in the final
verses.

Even as they hear Jesus’ greeting of peace, the disciples are startled and terrified. They are
uncertain about what to make of the figure before them and, quite understandably, they
mistake Jesus for a ghost. Yet the figure before them is not a ghost; Jesus invites them to
experience his resurrected body with their senses, to look and to touch. The figure before
them is flesh and bone, still bearing the marks of crucifixion. Although the disciples cannot
forget his suffering and death, peace begins to take root in their hearts, as their fears turn to
joy and amazement.

As further proof of his identity and of his resurrected body, Jesus eats with his disciples. The
disciples have known Jesus best through the meals that he has shared with them.
Descriptions of these meals are a defining element of Luke’'s Gospel. By eating with his
disciples after his Resurrection, Jesus recalls all these meals, and most importantly, he recalls
the Last Supper.
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Luke’s report of the Last Supper and the meals that Jesus shared after his Resurrection unveil
for us the significance of the Eucharist. Having shared a meal with his disciples, Jesus now
uncovers for them the significance of what was written about him in the Scriptures. So, too,
our celebration of the Mass is an encounter with Jesus, through the Word and the Sacrament
of the Eucharist. As Jesus commissions his disciples to be witnesses to what Scriptures
foretold, our celebration of the Eucharist commissions us. Like the disciples, we are sent to
announce the good news of Jesus' forgiveness of sins.

The Regina Cali
(used during Fastertime)

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia!
He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia!
As he promised hath arisen, alleluia!
Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia!

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia!
For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia!

Let us pray.

O God , who by the resurrection of thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ, didst
vouchsafe to give joy to the whole world, grant, we beseech thee, that through
his Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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